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~ charge of toryism against those who do not implicitly believe in the wisdom and virtue of the pre+

164 VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

this state, burning eur towns and desolating our country, We bhelieve thers bhave been instances |
of combinations of our citizens for the puopose of preventing resistance. And if reliance i3 to be |
placed on the official account of Admirzl Cockburn,a deputalion was sent from one of our towns,
assuring him that no resistance would he made if his forces should make a descent on them. Upon |
the same principle of clogging the operations of the war, on our part, endeavors have been made
to dissuade our citizens from loaning money to the United States; and to prevent the banks from §
affording a similar aid, ‘ ‘ ]
Our predecessors in the revolutionary war ever were wise,fithful and vigilant.While bravely com. |
batting open force,they kept an eye upon 'nsidious treason and machinations; surrounded by dangers
nearly equal, it beheves us to exert our wisdom and precaution and to emnlate them in fidelity and |
watchfulnese. Theact which it was proposed to revive, raised the arm of the law against the guilty |
only. It ield noterror to the innocent ; and its provisions were to be in torce so far only as they |
wer%compatible with the law and cunstitution of the United States and of this state; and there
mzht be exigencies in which, for the public safety, it would be proper to suspend theact of Habeas -
Corpus. : ,
Although in the title of the act of 1777, its object was in part to suppressithe growth of toryism,%‘
which its framers might have considered as likely to produce the crimes of treason and sedition, |
torvism itself was not therein stated as a crime, and it is therefore deemed unnecessary to examine
¢ritically the meaning or derivation of the word. If aot accarately defined, during the revolution, it
was then well and clearly understond ; and to those who remember those days that tried men’s
souls, it will be afficient for as to state our belief, that it is the same thing now that it was then,"
unless indeed that it pow appears with bolder fron:, and calls more imperiously for the restraining
power of the law—aund if vie voice of a large portion of the people has been raised in strong terms
against it, let the bla.ne vest on those whose conduct has caled fur such indignant expression. :
To the veterans of the rcvoliiona. v armv, ind to the patriois of that duy, we are ready to ex.-
press as we feel, our espect andregasd for their services. But in looking to the past we must not |
be blind to the present time. and it wa;s in vain that the fabric of our independence was raised, if |
its authors now shrink from its support, or hend their efforts towards its destruction.
Wehave then stated our 2.itimen 3 on this Hill, and without sending it back at this late period, |
we shall leare the peop e to jud,.e of the cerrec'ness of its adoption by us, and its rejection by your:
body. By order, ) Tuo’s Rocers, CLK. ‘
The clerk of the house o delegates delivers the journal of accounts, w:sented to by that house
Jan. 31,1814, whieh was read, asseniud to, and sent <o the honse of delezates by the clerk. Also
deitvers a bill eat” led,an act for the payment of ihe journal of accounts, passed by that house Jan,
31 814 which va- cead the first 1nd second tiue by specialorder, passed and sent to the house:
of d-lezates hy the clerk. Alsn delivers the engrossed hills Nos. 178. 179, 181, severally assented to
by that nouse Jan 1, 1514 ; which were severally read, assented to, and sent to the house of dele.
gare by the cerk : _ ‘
The eng: ossed bitt Nu, 182 was vead, assented to, and sent to the house of delegates by the clerk.
The clerk of the house of delegaies deiivers the engrossed bills Nos, 183 and 184, severally as.
sented to by chat hou-eJan, 31,1814 which were severally read, assented to, and sent to the house
of delegates by the clerk. ['he 2. k of the house of delegates returns the engrossed bi:l No. 182, as-
sente to by that hons- Jan 31.1814. Also deliver. the following message: : .
BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, Jan. 31, 1814. )
Gentlerien of the Senate, . v |
Oun Saturday evening, rthis house cejested a bill which originated in your hody, to revive an old
act of 1777, for the punishment of certain crimes and wmisdemeanors, and to prevent the growth"
of torvism. The rcasons of this house for rejecting the bill were explicitly stated in a message’
which accompanied its return '» - he senate. This morning we informed your body that we should |
be prepared to adjourn this evening, and early to night we received an answer from you, stating
that vou would he ready to close ‘he session at 8 o’clock. More than two hours have now elipsed’
since the hour vou thus fixed upon ; and at this moment when we were expecting and have been’
impatiently waiting to be apprised of yvour immediate realiness to receive the governor, fer the p.ux‘-fj
pose of signing and sealing the laws, we have just recrive!’an elaborate message from you urging!
the motives and considerations which have actuated the senate in holding up t. popular view the

sent war,and the immaculate infallibility of the rulers by whom it was wickedly declared, and has
been so wretchedly conducted. i '
Silence, perhans, would hut express the only sentiment your message is calenlated to excite, and
we should certainly feel it an idle waste of time to postpone the adjournmeut of the session, for |
the mere purpose of repelling insinuations, which are equally stale and absurd, unfounded and dis-.
reputable. ’ P

It is not for us to say what personal knowledge the senate may have of the principle of toryism
or those traitorous eombinations and eonspiracies which they have imputed to the present time.
Our own associations have never led us into discoveries of that nature, and the only serious]
accusations we have seen published to the world, have been, not against the opponents of this per-’
ni¢ious war, but against persons who havs heen among the foremost in the clamorous ranks, that |
have so often pledged ¢ their lives, fortunes and sacred honors®® in support of thatwar. =

In conclusion we cannot refrain from remarking that there is one section in the oldlaw, proposgdv;
by the senate to be revived, which might snagest a strong motive of generous forbearance to Ui’
against the passage of the bill. That section would authorise the governor and eouncil, at their c‘lls-;
cretion, to cause the arrest of any persons liable to suspicion. It woald be painful to us té6 perceive:
theaathors of any penal statate, or their friends, liable, perhaps to become the first among its vit fg
1ims By order, Urron 8, Rein, Clk. i



